
Timber Sale Handbook 
 

Contents of Poles in Board Feet, by Classes1/

Scribner Decimal C Rule 
 

 
Pole Class2/ 

 
   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Average top d.i.b. in inches 

 Length (ft.) 8.9 8.3 7.6 7.0 6.4 5.7 5.1 
 
 16     2 2 2 
 18   4 3 2 2 2 
 20 6 5 5 3 3 2 2 
 22 6 5 5 3 3 3 2 
 25 7 5 5 4 3 3 2 
 30 10 8 6 6 4 4 4 
 35 11 10 9 6 6 5 4 
 40 16 13 12 10 9 6 5 
 45 20 16 13 13 10 8 6 
 
 50 23 19 16 14 11 9 7 
 55 26 22 20 16 13 11  
 60 32 24 22 19 14 13 
 65 35 28 28 24 18 
 70 41 35 29 26 20 
 75 44 40 37 29 
 80 53 44 44 38 
 85 55 47 46 40 
  90 65 55 55 45 
 
1/ American Standards Assn. specifications. 
2/ All poles scale in 16-ft. lengths or less inside bark to nearest full inch.  Average rather than minimum diameter used for    
 each class. 
Source:  U.S. Forest Service, Region 8, 1941. 
 
Cubic Feet per Cord for Common Species 
 
 Cubic Feet 
Species per Cord 
Ash 72 
Aspen 78 
Basswood 78 
Beech 78 
White Birch 78 
Yellow Birch 78 
Elm  70 
Hard Maple 74 
Soft Maple 74 
Balsam Poplar 78 
Balsam Fir 82 
Red Pine 82 
White Pine ? 
Jack Pine 78 
Black Spruce 82 
White Spruce 82 
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